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1. RUMANIAN CHARGE TOLD ME JUNE 16 THAT GDR, SOVIET AND CZECH 
CULTURAL CENTERS REMAIN CLOSED, BUT BOTH SIDES ARE PREPARED 
TO NEGOTIATE DIFEERENCES. HE SAID CZECHS CLAIM THEY ARE GOING TO 
GRANT RECIPROCITY. MOST OBSERVERS NOW BELIEVE THAT CLOSURE 
OF CENTERS RESULTED FROM IRAQI DESIRE TO ASSERT SOVEREIGNITY 
THROUGH STRICT IMPLEMENTATION OF 1972 LAW GOVERNING CULTURAL 
RELATIONS AND RELATED DESIRE TO CURTAIL WIDESPREAD ACTIVITIES OE 
COMMUNIST CULTURAL CENTERS. LARGE ERENCH CENTER AND BRITISH 
COUNCIL HAVE NOT BEEN DISTURBED BECAUSE OF WILLINGNESS TO GRANT 
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FULL RECIPROCITY. THEY MAY, HOWEVER, HAVE TO ABIDE BY RECENT 
REGULATIONS REPORTEDLY REQUIRING REGISTRATION OE ALL VISITORS 
TO CENTERS AND LIMITATION ON ACTIVITIES. BRITISH INSTITUTE OE 
ARCHAEOLOGY, WHICH RUN BY TWO ELDERLY BRITISH WOMEN, HAS RECEIVED 
WITH SOME AMUSEMENT INSTRUCTION TO SUBMIT ALL SOCIAL INVITATIONS 
TO IRAQIS THROUGH MINISTRY OE INEORMATION. 

2. ALTHOUGH CLOSURE OE COMMUNIST CENTERS MAY NOT HAVE SERIOUS 
REPERCUSSIONS ON SUBSTANCE OF IRAQ' S RELATIONS WITH USSR AND 
SOCIALIST COUNTRIES, IT DOES SEEM TO HAVE HAD PSYCHOLOGICAL 
IMPACT. INDIAN EMBOEF SAID RUSSIAN CHARGE HAD ADMITTED THAT 
SOVIETS WERE SURPRISED BY IRAQI MOVE, BUT THAT IT WAS MATTER 
THAT COULD BE RESOLVED. CHARGE ALSO SAID THAT AMBASSADOR LIKHACHEV 
HAD RECOMMENDED AN EARLY VISIT TO IRAQ OE EOREIGN MINISTER 
GROMYKO. ERENCH AMBASSADOR TOLD ME THAT BULGARIAN AMBASSADOR 
HAD COMPLAINED TO HIM THAT IRAQ WAS UNGRATEEUL TO SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES. HE WAS PARTICULARLY BITTER ABOUT TERMINATION OE 
BARTER EOR OIL AND THAT IRAQ WAS CHARGING WESTERN OIL COMPANIES 
LESS EOR OIL THAN SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. ERENCH AMBASSADOR ALSO 
HAS UNCONEIRMED REPORT THAT USSR DISPLEASED WITH TERMINATION 
OE OIL BARTER AND THAT THEY REPORTEDLY TOLD GOI THAT IF THEY 
MUST PAY HARD CURRENCY, THEN IRAQIS MUST ALSO PAY EOR MILITARY 
AND OTHER EQUIPMENT WITH HARD CURRENCY. AS RESULT COMPLEX 
STRUCTURE OE ECONOMIC AND MILITARY AID ACCORDS WITH USSR IS 
IN DANGER OE FALLING APART. 
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